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Abstract— Benoue National Park in Northern Cameroon demonstrates significant ecotourism potential, though 

development remains constrained by poor accessibility, limited infrastructure, and weak institutional support. We 

identify the key wildlife species most attractive to ecotourism, document the threats, challenges and mitigation 

strategies used by park authorities, and examine how these threats have influenced tourist numbers and revenue 

generated. Data were collected through in-depth interviews with 34 respondents, including eco-guards, tourists, 

and local community members engaged with the Conservation Service and Non-Governmental Organisations. We 

found that, hippopotamus is the park’s flagship species, with giraffes, Bouffon’s cob, baboons, elephants, buffaloes, 

hartebeests, and duikers noted as rare but valued attractions. The park faces diverse threats, including poaching, 

transhumance, gold digging, kidnapping, illegal wood exploitation, fishing, agricultural encroachment, and 

wildlife-related crop destruction. Visitor experiences are further hindered by poor accommodation, degraded roads, 

especially during the rainy season, and abandoned infrastructure. Mitigation strategies implemented by the park 

authorities, in collaboration with the Wildlife Conservation Society, include anti-poaching patrols targeting illegal 

hunting and exploitation, alongside community engagement through sensitisation campaigns, education, and 

peripheral village development. Tourist numbers and revenue generated between 2018 and 2024 reveal fluctuating 

trends. The highest tourist count was 36 in 2018, while the lowest was 8 in 2020. Revenue was lowest at 74,000 

FCFA in 2020 and peaked at 596,000 FCFA in 2024 and, underscoring the impact of threats and accessibility 

challenges. Overall, Benoue National Park remains a promising ecotourism destination anchored by iconic 

megafauna. Long-term success will require sustained investment in infrastructure, inclusive governance, and 

adaptive management strategies responsive to evolving threats and opportunities. 

Keywords— Ecotourism, ecological threats, tourist trends, revenue generated, wildlife. 

I. INTRODUCTION 

National parks represent some of the most 

biologically rich and ecologically significant 

landscapes worldwide, serving as critical refuges for 

species and ecosystems under increasing 

anthropogenic pressure, such as habitat loss, 

poaching and human-wildlife conflicts (Agrawal & 

Gopal, 2013; Guadu et al., 2025). As protected areas 

designated for the conservation of biodiversity and 

natural systems (Dudley & Phillips, 2006), they 

serve as vital sanctuaries for flora and fauna 

(Agrawal & Gopal, 2013) while offering unique 

opportunities for sustainable tourism (Blanco-

Cerradelo et al., 2022). They are uniquely positioned 

to serve as ecotourism hubs due to their ecological, 

cultural, and recreational value (Lu et al., 2022; Luo 

https://dx.doi.org/10.22161/ijfaf.9.4
https://dx.doi.org/10.22161/ijfaf.9.4.1
http://www.aipublications.com/ijfaf
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


Misori et al.                                                        International Journal of Forest, Animal and Fisheries Research (IJFAF) 

9(4)-2025 

Int. J. Forest Animal Fish. Res. 

www.aipublications.com/ijfaf                                                                                                                                  Page | 2  

et al., 2024; Rhama et al., 2020). Ecotourism, defined 

as responsible travel to natural areas that conserves 

the environment and improves the well-being of 

local people (Cheia, 2013; Xu et al., 2023), 

contributes significantly to natural resource 

conservation and cultural stewardship, but its 

success is deeply dependent on the support and 

involvement of surrounding communities 

(Upadhaya et al., 2022).  African national parks are 

endowed with rich wildlife, scenic landscapes, and 

indigenous cultures that offer immense ecotourism 

potential and over the past 30 years, ecotourism has 

become a catalyst for rural development and 

biodiversity protection, generating socio-economic 

benefits and fostering community-based 

conservation initiatives throughout Sub-Saharan 

Africa (Backman & Munanura, 2015). The creation 

of these parks was guided by national and 

international laws, which emphasise the importance 

of in-situ conservation, protecting species in their 

natural habitats (Awazi, 2025a; Heywood & Dulloo, 

2005). This strategy is pertinent for Cameroon, 

where many species face threats from habitat loss, 

poaching, and climate change (Awazi, 2025a). 

However, the realisation of this potential is often 

constrained by limited financial capital, weak 

governance, inadequate community engagement, 

environmental deterioration, and the inability to 

contribute to the local economy (Backman & 

Munanura, 2015; Mnini & Ramoroka, 2020). 

Cameroon, often referred to as “Africa in miniature,” 

is endowed with diverse ecosystems ranging from 

coastal mangroves and tropical rainforests to 

savannahs and montane landscapes (Awazi, 2025b; 

Onana et al., 2019). The country hosts 27 national 

parks, which serve as critical habitats for endangered 

species and offer significant opportunities for 

ecotourism development (Awazi, 2025a). Cameroon 

is rich in biodiversity and cultural heritage. For 

example, the Northwest Region alone boasts over 112 

ecotourism sites, including waterfalls, caves, lakes, 

and endemic species hotspots like the Oku Montane 

Forest (Ambo et al., 2022). Similarly, Campo Ma’an 

National Park in the South Region is home to 

gorillas, elephants, and chimpanzees, and offers 

ecotourism potential through wildlife viewing, forest 

treks, and cultural immersion (Gadinga et al., 2020a; 

Gadinga et al., 2020b). Benoue National Park in the 

Northern region is a site of excellence for ecotourism 

in Central Africa, emphasising its natural and 

cultural wealth (Moussa, 2022). Given its biological 

richness and scenic landscapes, the park holds 

considerable ecotourism potential. She offers a 

variety of ecotourism assets, including wildlife 

viewing, birdwatching, cultural heritage experiences, 

eco-lodges and campsites, guided safaris, and nature 

walks (Moussa, 2022). The park’s proximity to 

traditional villages such as Bawan and Banda adds 

value through opportunities for cultural exchange, 

local crafts, and storytelling. These features position 

the park as a potential hub for community-based 

ecotourism, which could generate income, create 

employment opportunities, and promote 

conservation awareness (Mboutcheu, 2022). Despite 

these assets, many ecotourism sites remain 

underdeveloped due to inaccessibility, limited 

infrastructure, and weak institutional support. 

(Ambo et al., 2022; Forje et al., 2021; Tchindjang et al., 

2006). 

Ecotourism faces challenges such as habitat 

degradation due to deforestation, mining, and 

agricultural expansion, weak governance and policy 

fragmentation, limited community involvement and 

benefit-sharing, climate change impacts, including 

extreme weather and biodiversity loss (Backman & 

Munanura, 2015; Cossengue et al., 2025; Mnini & 

Ramoroka, 2020). In Cameroon, ecotourism is 

threatened by geopolitical conflict and insecurity, 

particularly in the Far North, due to Boko Haram 

insurgency, cross-border poaching, and illegal 

wildlife trade, notably in Bouba Ndjidda and Waza 

National Parks (Gnapou et al., 2023; Pennaz et al., 

2018), poor infrastructure, including inadequate 

roads and tourism facilities, climate change, which 

alters ecosystems and reduces wildlife 

populations(Harilal & Tichaawa, 2025), fragmented 

policy frameworks (Harilal & Tichaawa, 2025, 2018; 

Sama & Molua, 2019), and a lack of coordinated 

tourism strategies (Ambo et al., 2022; Harilal & 

Tichaawa, 2025; Sama & Molua, 2019).  

Previous studies on ecotourism in Benoue National 

Park have emphasised governance challenges, 

sustainability concerns, and stakeholder perceptions. 

Moussa (2022) examined the risks of biodiversity loss 

linked to mass tourism and found that although the 

park has strong ecotourism potential, mass tourism 
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and poor regulation were leading to biodiversity loss 

and environmental pressure and highlighted the 

need for sustainable planning. Atchombou et al 

(2022) assessed the governance of ecotourism with 

the aim of promoting the sustainable management of 

biological resources and reported that two categories 

of ecotourism actors are involved in Benoue National 

Park. Direct actors include Ministry of Forestry and 

Wildlife/Ministry of Tourism and Leisure and 

Benoue National Park staff and indirect actors 

include Non-Governmental Organisations (NGOs) 

and service providers. They also reported that the 

issue of equity remained a major concern for 

stakeholders, as responsibilities and decision-making 

among the different actors were not shared equitably. 

In another study, Atchombou et al (2023) reported 

that local communities and stakeholders believed 

ecotourism could improve livelihoods. Yet, they 

pointed out problems such as poor governance and 

limited community involvement, with the majority of 

community members dissatisfied with park 

authorities, and believing ecotourism brought little 

economic benefit. Additionally, Mboutcheu (2022) 

examined the tourism potential of two villages 

(Bawan and Banda) around the park and reported 

that ecotourism in these villages is closely related to 

the diversity of wildlife and plant species. These 

results highlight important challenges but do not 

identify which wildlife species attract tourists, nor do 

they provide data on how threats affect tourist 

visitation and revenue generated.  They suggested 

that the ecotourism potential of the park and its 

surrounding areas should be thoroughly evaluated.  

This study, therefore, aims to enhance our 

understanding of the ecotourism potential of Benoue 

National Park, specifically by identifying the key 

wildlife species most attractive to ecotourism, 

documenting the opinions of stakeholders on the 

threats and challenges affecting ecotourism 

development and the mitigation strategies used by 

the authorites of Benoue National Park, and 

analysing how these threats have influenced tourist 

numbers and revenue generated.  

II. METHODOLOGY 

2.1. Description of study area 

Benoue National Park is located in the North Region 

of Cameroon (Figure 1). It was first established as a 

faunal reserve in 1932 and later upgraded to national 

park status in 1968 (Sylvain et al., 2018). The park is 

located between 7°55–8°40 N latitude and 13°33–

14°02 E longitude (Birdlife International, 2025), 

covering approximately 1,800 km² (Scholte & Iyah, 

2016). The Park experiences a Sudano-Guinean 

climate, characterised by a dry season from October 

to April, with the coldest months being December 

and January. Temperatures range from 19.7°C to 

39.8°C (Climate–data, 2025). The name of the park 

originates from the fact that the Benue River runs 

through the park and extends for more than 100 km 

along its eastern borders (MINFOF, 2019). Benoue 

National Park has a global floristic potential of 726 

species. The families with the highest number of 

plant species are: Poaceae: 43 species; Fabaceae: 26 

species; Rubiaceae: 13 species; Asteraceae: 11 species; 

Caesalpiniaceae: 10 species. There are mainly 12 

plant formations. These plants include: Anogeissus 

leiocarpus; Terminalia spp.; Isoberlinia spp.; Lophira 

lanceolata; Monotes kerstingii; Burkea Afriacna; 

Hymenocardia acida; Syzygium guineense; Boswellia 

papyrifera high-altitude formation; Afzelia africana; 

Grassy meadow; Acacia spp. Benoue National Park 

has a large concentration of diversified faunal 

species, including mammals; elephants (Loxodonta 

Africana), giant eland (Tragelaphus derbianus), 

Potamocheorus africanus, giraffe (Giraffa camelopardalis), 

Oribi (Ourebia ourebi), (Angwafo, 2006), and birds; 

francolin (Francolinus bicalcaratus), guinea fowl 

(Numida meleagris), turaco (Tauraco leucolophus) and 

Gambian goose (Plectropterus gambensis) (MINEF, 

2002). There are many peripheral communities 

surrounding the park, including Gamba, Djaba, 

Guidjiba, Mboukma, and Tchollire (MINFOF, 2019) 
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Fig.1: map of Cameroon, showing the Location map of Benoue National Park and sampled villages in the Northern Region of 

Cameroon (Map adapted from (MINFOF, 2005) 

 

2.2. Data Collection 

A qualitative study was conducted to assess the 

ecotourism potential of Benoue National Park 

because it captured respondents' views, values, and 

lived experiences (Harilal & Tichaawa, 2025; Santos 

et al., 2020). The research involved in-depth 

interviews with 34 respondents, including Eco 

guards (12), tourists (5) and local community 

members, working with the Conservation Service 

and Non-Governmental Organisations (17). The in-

depth interviews were conducted from February to 

April 2024, with each interview lasting 

approximately 30 minutes. Respondents were asked 

to name the wildlife species they considered most 

attractive for ecotourism, threats and challenges 

hindering ecotourism development, explain the 

strategies used to reduce these threats, and share 

their views on how these issues have affected tourist 

visits. All interviews were recorded and transcribed 

word-for-word, after which we applied thematic 

content analysis to the transcripts to identify key 

themes. This method is widely employed in tourism 

research, particularly for examining interview data 

(Walters, 2016), as it offers strong advantages in the 

interpretation of written texts (Nunkoo, 2020).  

Secondary data on the number of tourists and 

revenue were collected from the park’s records and 

analysed descriptively, showing trends from the year 

2018 to 2024. 
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III. RESULTS 

3.1. Ecotourism Potentials of Benoue National Park 

Benoue National Park’s ecotourism appeal is deeply 

rooted in its rich assemblage of large, charismatic 

wildlife, particularly those inhabiting aquatic and 

savannah ecosystems. The hippopotamus 

(Hippopotamus amphibius) stands out as the park’s 

flagship species, symbolising its strong ecotourism 

potential. The opportunistic recognition of Giraffes 

(Giraffa camelopardalis), Bouffon’s cob (Kobus kob), 

olive baboons (Papio Anubis), and other iconic 

species, such as elephants (Loxodonta Africana), 

buffaloes (Syncerus caffer), hartebeests (Alcelaphus 

buselaphus major), and duikers (Sylvicapra grimmia), 

further reflects the park’s rich biodiversity. These 

findings suggest that Benoue National Park offers a 

compelling wildlife experience that can be leveraged 

to attract nature-based tourism, provided that 

conservation and visitor infrastructure are effectively 

managed and maintained. 

The only potential that attracts most tourists to Benoue 

National Park is the presence of mammals in the park. 

Hippopotamuses are the animals that tourists must see 

when they visit the park because their habitat is fixed and 

known. Giraffes and Baboons can be luckily spotted 

because they usually move across the road to the Buffle 

Noir camp (tourist camp) (Ecoguard 1).  

Benoue National Park is diversified with mammal species 

such as Hippopotamus, Giraffes and Antelopes. There are 

equally signs of Lions and Elephants but it is rare because 

they relocated to Bouba Ndjidda and Faro National Park. 

The landscape of the park is equally good because of the 

presence of Mount Gona and the small waterfall with 

distinct rocks found at the Benoue River behind Buffle 

Noir. The cultural assets of the peripheral villages around 

the park are diversified but underexplored. There exist 

heritage assets such as the architectural typology of huts 

and roofs, and the folkloric diversity of villages. Crafts 

practised by the population can be displayed at the park’s 

entrance to be viewed and bought by tourists, thus 

providing a source of income to the population (NGO 1).  

The presence of the Big Five Mammals in the park makes 

the park a potential ecotourism site. I had the opportunity 

of viewing the Hippopotamus and Giraffes, and I am 

happy about it. I have been told that there are Antelopes 

such as Bouffon’s cob, western hartebeest duikers. I was 

equally informed that there used to be lots of Elephants 

and Lions, but they were either killed by poachers or 

relocated to other parks (Tourist 1).   

Safari tourism is the primary activity undertaken by 

visitors to Benoue National Park. This suggests that 

wildlife viewing and nature exploration are the 

park’s main draws for ecotourism. In addition to 

safaris, several respondents noted hunting, 

specifically within designated hunting zones, 

highlighting the park’s dual role in conservation and 

regulated sport hunting. A few responses also 

mentioned picnicking, suggesting that some tourists 

engage in leisure and recreational activities alongside 

wildlife experiences.  

Animal viewing is the primary activity carried out by 

tourists when they visit the park (Eco guard 2) 

I observed the hippopotamus and crocodiles. I wished I had 

the opportunity of viewing other animals (Tourists 2) 

3.2. Threats and challenges hindering ecotourism 

development in Benoue National Park 

The presence of threatening activities in Benoue 

National Park reveals a broad consensus that the 

park faces multiple threats stemming from human 

activities.  These threats include poaching, 

transhumance (seasonal livestock migration), and 

gold digging, which contribute to habitat 

degradation and wildlife disturbance. Kidnapping 

and insecurity highlight serious safety concerns that 

affect both conservation efforts and tourism. 

Additionally, illegal wood exploitation, fishing, and 

hunting, as well as agricultural encroachment and 

wildlife-related destruction of farmlands, intensify 

human-wildlife conflict.  

Benoue National Park has always faced threats ranging 

from poaching, transhumance, and gold digging, which the 

park has been managing. Kidnapping has been difficult to 

manage because most of the kidnappers come from 

neighbouring countries such as Central Africa and Niger, 

who collaborate with some community members, making it 

difficult to manage (Eco guard 3).  

Several recurring accommodation challenges are 

faced by tourists visiting Benoue National Park, 

including poor road conditions, particularly during 

the rainy season, which hinder accessibility to key 

sites. Visitors also encounter dilapidated or 

abandoned infrastructure, especially at popular 

locations like Buffle Noir, limiting comfort and 

convenience. The long distance between tourist sites 
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and nearby towns creates logistical difficulties, 

including food shortages when trips are poorly 

planned. Additionally, harsh weather conditions 

during the dry season and a shortage of trained 

tourist guides further diminish the quality of the 

visitor experience. These factors collectively pose 

significant barriers to tourism growth and 

satisfaction in the park. 

Accommodation facilities at the tourist camp are poor, 

with no outdated infrastructures, and no stores around to 

get accessories when needed, which shortens our stay 

(Tourist 3). 

3.3. Strategies for ecotourism development used by 

the authorities of Benoue National Park 

A key strategy in Benoue National Park is the 

implementation of anti-poaching patrols, led by the 

park staff in partnership with the Wildlife 

Conservation Society, which focus on curbing illegal 

hunting and resource exploitation. Continuous 

surveillance, including 24-hour patrols, and the arrest 

of trespassers engaged in illicit activities are also 

central enforcement measures. Involving locals in the 

anti-patrol activities is a good insight, which also acts 

as a source of employment. In addition to security 

interventions, community engagement efforts such as 

sensitisation campaigns, education, and the 

development of peripheral villages through water 

access and economic opportunities aim to foster local 

stewardship. These combined efforts reflect a 

strategy that balances law enforcement with inclusive 

conservation and socio-economic development.  

Anti-poaching patrols by Eco guards and Wildlife 

Conservation Society (Eco guard 4) 

Non-Governmental Organisations carry out a lot of 

environmental education and sensitisation campaigns 

(NGO 2) 

Key recommended strategies by respondents include 

partnering with more Non-Governmental 

Organisations to promote ecotourism and 

development, and constructing accessible roads in 

the park to improve tourist mobility and park 

surveillance. Respondents unanimously emphasised 

the need to increase the number of park rangers, 

particularly by recruiting individuals from 

peripheral villages who are familiar with the park’s 

terrain and dynamics. They also expressed the need 

for long-term income-generating activities such as 

animal breeding and ranching to reduce reliance on 

illegal practices like gold digging. Additional 

recommended strategies include reconstructing 

tourist facilities and donating equipment to support 

park operations. Maintaining camping sites, because 

the most frequently visited site by tourists within the 

park is Buffle Noir and its periphery, particularly due 

to the presence of iconic wildlife such as 

hippopotamuses and crocodiles and its accessibility. 

All respondents confirmed that several previously 

popular tourist sites are no longer accessible. 

Notably, Bel Eland Camp, which was destroyed in 

2012 following an attack by poachers and is now 

avoided due to a high concentration of snakes. Grand 

Capitaine Camp, which has been rendered off-limits 

due to security concerns, including incidents of 

kidnapping. Other sites mentioned as lost or 

restricted include the residence of the former 

President of the Republic of Cameroon and the 

surrounding areas near the hippopotamus habitat. 

These closures reflect the impact of insecurity and 

environmental degradation on tourism infrastructure 

and accessibility within the park. 

Continuous partnership with Non-Governmental 

Organisations such as Wildlife Conservation Society 

(WCS) and Gesellschaft fur Internationale 

Zusammenarbeit GmbH (GIZ) and International Union of 

Conservation of Nature (IUCN), because the government 

cannot provide funds to manage the park (Eco guard 5)  

Recruit workers from surrounding communities (NGO, 3) 

3.4. Effects of threats on tourists’ attendance and 

revenue generated from 2018-2024 in Benoue 

National Park 

Threat-related activities have had a noticeable impact 

on tourism in Benoue National Park, though 

awareness of this impact varies among respondents. 

While several participants expressed uncertainty 

regarding cancellations and their financial 

consequences, a significant portion confirmed that 

visits and bookings have indeed been cancelled due 

to threats and insecurity. Those who acknowledged 

cancellations consistently linked them to reduced 

ticket sales and revenue losses for tourism businesses 

caused by fluctuating visitor trends over the past 

years, with periods of both increase and decline. The 

majority of respondents, precisely Eco guards, noted 

a decline in tourist numbers linked to poor 

infrastructure, scarcity of wildlife, insecurity, 

financial constraints and lack of maintenance funding 

from the Ministry of Forestry and Wildlife. Notably, 
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the COVID-19 pandemic caused a temporary drop in 

2020 because of the global lockdown, which 

prevented the movement of tourists globally and 

thus resulted in a limited number of tourist arrivals 

into the country. Conversely, tourist and community 

members working with the park authorities and 

Non-Governmental Organisations observed a recent 

resurgence in visitors from 2023 to 2024, attributing it 

to the return of animals, improved security, and 

better road accessibility because of the improved 

management strategy currently implemented in the 

park.  

Reduced number of tourists and revenue losses from 

tourism business (Eco guard 6) 

Improved anti-poaching patrols have reduced threats and 

led to the return of animals, which has equally increased 

the number of tourists this year compared to 2021 and 

2022 (Eco guard 7)  

  

I don’t know (NGO, 4) 

 

Table 1: Evolution of ecotourism activities from 2018-2024 in Benoue National Park (Recorded data from Benoue National 

Park) 

Year 

Number 

of tourists 

Entry Fee 

Revenue 

(FCFA) 

Car Use 

Revenue 

(FCFA) 

Camera Use 

Revenue 

(FCFA) 

Lodging Payment 

Revenue (FCFA) 

Total 

Revenue 

(FCFA) 

2018 34 225000 38000 22000 90000 375000 

2019 21 105000 18000 12000 0 135000 

2020 8 45000 4000 10000 15000 74000 

2021 13 80000 10000 12000 45000 147000 

2022 13 100000 12000 24000 60000 196000 

2023 21 168000 10000 14000 270000 462000 

2024 19 235000 14000 2000 345000 596000 

 

Data from Benoue National Park between 2018 and 

2024 reveals fluctuating trends in revenue. Tourist 

visits dropped sharply in 2020, likely due to the 

COVID-19 pandemic, to only 8, leading to a drop in 

total tourist revenue to 74000 FCFA. In 2024, total 

revenue increased to its highest at 596,000 FCFA, but 

not enough to manage park resources (Table 1). The 

revenue from ecotourism activities in Benoue 

National Park is obtained from entry fees, car use 

during tours, camera use and lodging. Revenue 

obtained from Lodging is directed to the Ministry of 

Tourism and Leisure. Entry fees appear as the 

primary source of income, consistently contributing 

the largest share each year. While entry fee revenue 

fluctuated slightly in earlier years, it rose 

significantly to 90% in 2024. In contrast, car use and 

camera use revenues declined over time, with camera 

use dropping from 10–17% in earlier years to just 1% 

in 2024, and car use falling to 2% (Table 2).  

Table 2: Proportions of Revenue Breakdown by Source from 2018-2024 in Benoue National Park 

Year Entry Fee (%) Car use (%) 

Camera Use 

(%) Lodging Payment (%) 

2018 60 10 6 24 

2019 78 13 9 0 

2020 61 5 14 20 

2021 54 7 8 31 

2022 51 6 12 31 

2023 36 2 4 58 

2024 39 2 1 58 
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Fig 2: Tourists’ attendance and revenue generated in Benoue National Park 

IV. DISCUSSION 

The results of this study highlight the strong 

ecotourism appeal of Benoue National Park, which is 

rooted in its rich diversity of large and charismatic 

wildlife. The hippopotamuses emerge as the park’s 

flagship species; a role commonly associated with 

animals that are both ecologically significant and 

visually compelling. This aligns with global 

ecotourism trends, where megafauna serve as key 

attractions for nature-based tourism, especially in 

South Africa (Lindsey et al., 2007b). Giraffes and 

crocodiles also featured prominently, reinforcing 

their experiential and aesthetic value to visitors. 

These findings are consistent with Moussa (2022), 

who describes Benoue National Park as an 

“ecotourism place by excellence endowed with 

exceptional natural wealth in Central Africa,” 

highlighting its biodiversity and scenic landscapes as 

central to its tourism potential. The frequent mention 

of species such as Bouffon’s cob, baboons, elephants, 

buffaloes, hartebeests, and duikers further reflects 

the park’s ecological richness. According to the 

National Park Association, visitors to Benoue 

National Park can expect to see an impressive variety 

of wildlife, including elephants, buffalo, hippos, and 

crocodiles. The park is also home to several species of 

antelope, such as the majestic giant eland, waterbuck, 

and hartebeest (National Parks Association, 2023). 

Safari tourism was identified as the primary activity 

in Benoue National Park, consistent with patterns 

observed in other African parks where wildlife 

viewing dominates visitor interest (Stone & Stone, 

2024). The presence of regulated hunting zones adds 

a layer of complexity, positioning Benoue National 

Park as a site of both conservation and controlled 

sport hunting. While this dual role may raise ethical 

debates between conservation Non-Governmental 

Organisations and African governments concerning 

the acceptability and effectiveness of trophy hunting 

as a conservation tool, Trophy hunting is of major 

importance to conservation by creating economic 

incentives for conservation over vast areas(Lindsey et 

al., 2007a). 

Benoue National Park faces a complex mix of 

ecological and infrastructural threats. These 

pressures significantly hinder both conservation 

efforts and the development of ecotourism. Our 

findings confirm that poaching, transhumance, gold 

digging, and insecurity are among the most pressing 

threats to Benoue National Park. These activities 

contribute to habitat degradation, wildlife 

disturbance, and reduced tourist safety. Poaching 

and transhumance are persistent threats, exacerbated 

by porous borders and limited enforcement capacity. 

Similar threats affecting ecotourism development 

were reported in Waza National Park (Tumenta et al., 

2023; Tumenta et al., 2021). Insecurity, including 

incidents of kidnapping and restricted access to 

formerly popular sites such as Bel Eland Camp and 

Grand Capitaine Camp, poses serious risks to both 

tourists and conservation personnel. These safety 

concerns mirror conditions in Waza National Park, 

where porous borders and regional instability have 

led to similar declines in tourism and ranger 

effectiveness (Scholte, 2021) and in Bouba Ndjidda 

National Park, where insecurity: kidnapping and 

armed conflicts have led to disorganisation of 

touristic activities, manifestation of fear of insecurity 

by the tourist and the degradation of nature 

resources (Gnapou et al., 2023).  Infrastructural 
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challenges in Benoue National Park, such as poor 

road conditions, abandoned facilities, and logistical 

difficulties, also diminish the visitor experience. Sites 

like Buffle Noir, despite their ecological significance, 

suffer from neglect and limited accessibility. These 

issues are echoed in Campo Ma’an National Park, 

where poorly developed roads, inadequate lodging, 

no ecotourism development plan, and low revenue 

have stalled ecotourism development despite the 

park’s rich biodiversity and coastal location (Forje et 

al., 2021).  

Mitigation strategies used by the authorities of 

Benoue National Park include anti-poaching patrols, 

community sensitisation, and creating employment 

and economic opportunities for communities. This 

aligns with sustainable practices such as creating 

employment opportunities for communities, 

promoting environmental conservation through 

furniture making, land rehabilitation, indigenous tree 

plantations, water management activities, alien 

invasive control, fire management, and poaching 

control that are observed in South Africa’s Kruger 

National Park, where the tourism industry is 

criticised for its unsustainable practices and 

exploitative proclivities (Mabibibi et al., 2023).  

Reported recommended strategies include partnering 

with more non-governmental organisations to 

promote ecotourism and development, constructing 

accessible roads in the park to improve tourist 

mobility, and park surveillance, reconstructing 

tourist facilities, and donating equipment to support 

park operations. At Campo Ma’an National Park, 

similar strategies, such as maintenance and 

development of roads and tracks, developing public-

private partnerships, and providing training both to 

park workers and community members on 

ecotourism development, were recommended to be 

adopted and implemented for ecotourism 

development (Forje et al., 2021).  

Threat-related activities, infrastructure challenges, 

and institutional support have significantly 

influenced tourist attendance in Benoue National 

Park. The fluctuating visitor trends are marked by 

periods of growth, decline, and partial recovery. 

From 2023 to 2024, the park experienced increased 

visitation due to active promotion by conservation 

services. This aligns with studies from Waza 

National Park, where Scholte (2021) observed that 

targeted conservation campaigns and wildlife 

monitoring efforts led to short-term boosts in 

tourism. However, like Benoue National Park, 

Waza’s progress was disrupted by insecurity and 

lack of sustained funding, resulting in reduced 

tourist arrivals and operational setbacks. The impact 

of insecurity, including kidnapping and poaching, on 

ecotourism is particularly severe in Benoue National 

Park. These threats have led to the disappearance of 

iconic species such as elephants and lions, which 

attracted tourists and rendered several iconic 

camping sites, such as Bel Eland Camp and Grand 

Capitaine Camp, inaccessible. Similar patterns are 

observed in Nigeria, where the impact of insecurity 

on Ecotourism has led to habitat loss, pressure on 

wildlife resources, negative images of tourist 

destinations, and attacks on park officials (Okeyoyin, 

2022). Also, at Bouba Ndjidda National Park, it was 

reported that insecurity disorganised the ecotourist 

activities, causing a reduction in the number of 

international tourists, discouraging the local and 

international tourists as well as the interest of 

potential investors, wildlife criminality and 

disappearance of some species (Gnapou et al., 2023).  

The COVID-19 pandemic also played a role in 

Benoue National Park’s tourism trajectory, causing a 

temporary drop in 2020.  Domestically, the 

government of Cameroon did not enforce extended 

lockdown measures in response to the COVID-19 

pandemic. Citizens were generally permitted to 

travel and visit public places and tourist attractions, 

with minimal restrictions affecting internal mobility, 

but the global lockdown and travel restrictions 

prevented the movement of international tourists 

(Harilal & Tichaawa, 2025). 

 

V. CONCLUSION 

The findings of this study affirm Benoue National 

Park’s status as a potential ecotourism destination in 

Northern Cameroon, anchored by the presence of 

iconic megafauna. The hippopotamus, giraffe, 

crocodile, and a wide array of antelope species not 

only enhance the park’s ecological value but also 

serve as powerful draws for nature-based tourism. 

This aligns with global ecotourism models where 

charismatic wildlife plays a central role in attracting 

visitors and generating conservation revenue. Safari 

tourism, identified as the dominant activity in 
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Benoue National Park, reflects broader trends across 

African parks, where wildlife viewing remains the 

cornerstone of ecotourism. The inclusion of regulated 

hunting zones introduces a nuanced conservation 

model that balances ecological preservation with 

economic incentives. While trophy hunting remains 

controversial, evidence suggests it can contribute 

meaningfully to conservation funding and land 

protection when properly managed.  

The threats facing Benoue National Park are 

emblematic of broader challenges confronting 

protected areas across Cameroon. The convergence of 

ecological pressures such as poaching, transhumance, 

and gold digging with infrastructural deficiencies 

and insecurity has created a barrier to both 

conservation and ecotourism development. These 

threats not only degrade habitats and disrupt wildlife 

populations but also compromise visitor safety and 

diminish the quality of the tourism experience. The 

variation of tourist attendance illustrates the fragile 

balance between conservation success and external 

threats that shape ecotourism outcomes. While active 

promotion and wildlife monitoring efforts between 

2023 and 2024 led to increased visitation, this 

momentum was still undermined by persistent 

insecurity and infrastructural limitations. The 

disappearance of iconic species like elephants and 

lions, coupled with the closure of key camping sites 

due to safety concerns, limits the park's potential. 

The mitigation strategies employed by the Park’s 

authorotoes reflect a progressive and inclusive 

approach to ecotourism development and 

biodiversity protection. By combining anti-poaching 

patrols, community sensitisation, and economic 

empowerment initiatives, Benoue National Park is 

aligning itself with global best practices that 

emphasise sustainability and local participation. The 

parallels with South Africa’s Kruger National Park, 

where community employment and environmental 

stewardship are central pillars, underscore the 

effectiveness of integrating conservation with socio-

economic development. The recommendations to 

expand partnerships with non-governmental 

organisations, improve infrastructure, and enhance 

park surveillance are not only practical but essential 

for scaling Benoue National Park’s ecotourism 

potential. These strategies mirror successful models 

from Campo Ma’an National Park, where road 

maintenance, public-private collaboration, and 

capacity-building have been identified as key drivers 

of ecotourism growth. Sustainable ecotourism in 

Benoue Natonal Park depends on a holistic 

framework that balances ecological integrity with 

community welfare and institutional support. Long-

term success will require continued investment in 

infrastructure, inclusive governance, and adaptive 

and sustainable management that responds to 

evolving threats and opportunities. 
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